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Roads and Transportation 
Roads
To date the following progress has been made; 

The L1204 has been surface dressed. 
Installation of Safety barriers in accordance with the Safety audit has commenced. 
Repairs to sections of the R314 and the L1204 have been carried out by Shell 
E&P Ireland’s contractor in accordance with condition No. 11 of the An Bord 
Pleanala’s schedule of conditions . 

In the coming week the following works are proposed; 
Continuing the implementation of measures associated with the safety audit, 
Surface Dressing the R314 section of the haul route. 
Relining the entire length of the haul route. 

Transportation
Material being brought to the sites is being transported in accordance with the Traffic 
Management Plan prepared by the developer as part of the planning process. The 
transportation is being monitored by Mayo County Council daily. 

Peat haulage from the site commenced on Monday 18th April 2005  but was 
suspended on Monday 25th April following three incidents where trucks transporting 
peat left the road at the locations outlined on the attached map. 

At a meeting at the Bellanaboy site on Tuesday 26th April 2005 attended by 
representatives of Shell E&P Ireland and Mayo County Council it was agreed that 
peat Haulage would be suspended until the following issues were dealt with; 

Shell E&P Ireland and their contractors undertook to provide Advanced Driver 
Training by the Institute of Advanced Motoring to all its drivers commencing with 
the peat haulage team. 
Shell E&P Ireland undertook to carry out repairs/upgrading work to a section of 
the R314 in accordance with Condition 11 of the planning permission. 
Shell E&P Ireland undertook to carry out a full audit and update of the Traffic 
Management Plan. 
Shell E&P Ireland asked Mayo County Council to bring forward the Surface 
Dressing of the haul route from the planned starting date of May 16th 2005. 
Shell E&P Ireland asked Mayo County Council to agree a schedule of works with 
their consultants relating to the Safety Audit. 

It is anticipated that all the above issues will be dealt with in the coming days and that 
peat haulage will resume during week commencing 16th May 2005. 
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WORK CARRIED OUT DURING APRIL 

Perimeter fencing is ongoing  
Tree and scrub clearance has 
been completed  
Construction of the brashwood 
windbreak commenced  
Main access road has been 
widened and piling along the 
main access road and the EW 
terminal access road 
commenced  
EW access road from Gate 2 
has been widened and lay-bys 
constructed  
Wheel wash installed and 
operational at Gate 1 and 
Gate 3 (settlement pond exit)  
Sheet piling around terminal 
perimeter and administration 
building base almost 
completed  
Construction of the 
administration piling platform 
commenced  
Bog mat road completed 
around the terminal footprint  
TCF completed and collection 
drain from TCF diverted to the 
main settlement ponds.  
Peat from the eastern access 
ramp and the north eastern 
corner of the terminal 
excavated and located on the 
TCF for windrowing prior to 
export to Srahmore 
Peat export to Srahmore 
commenced  
Central Spine access between 
settlement ponds installed. 
Wailings and struts constructed 
in settlement ponds.  
Northern Settlement pond 
excavation commenced. 

2 MONTH LOOK AHEAD  
The brashwood windbreak will 
be completed

Perimeter fencing will be 
completed  
The carrier drain from the 
terminal footprint to the 
settlement ponds will be 
constructed  
Construction of the EW terminal 
access road and the 
administration area will be 
completed  
Peat excavation and export to 
Srahmore will continue  
Mineral soil and rock 
excavation will commence  
Mineral soil stabilisation will 
commence to prepare the fill 
material 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

Dust – The results for the last monitoring 
period (02nd March to 01st April) were 
between 14 and 16 mg m2 per day 
averaged over a 30 day monitoring 
period. The Threshold level is 350 mg 
m2 per day averaged over a 30 day 
monitoring period. Result for the 
monitoring period 01st April to 04th May 
will be presented in next month’s 
report. 

Fuel – Approximately 88,500 litres of 
fuel was delivered to site during the 
last reporting  period  

Noise - Noise monitoring is undertaken 
on a daily basis on site. The 
measurements are taken in the vicinity 
of the settlement ponds and at other 
various locations on site and are 
averaged over measurement periods 
of varying durations. Most 
measurements are taken over a 12 
hour monitoring period to coincide 
with the working hours on site. 
However, continuous noise monitoring 
is not always possible due to inclement 
weather.  All noise levels recorded 



were below the threshold level of LAeq

65dB with the highest recording being 
LAeq 63dB at N1 on 05th April.   

Traffic – There were 2584 HGV 
movements during the month of April. 

Waste - There was 56m3 of solid non-
hazardous waste generated and 
removed form site in the last reporting 
period.  No hazardous waste has been 
removed off site to date. 
Approximately 480 gallons and 30,000 
gallons of liquid waste were removed 
off site from the portable toilets and 
the waste water tanks (canteen, etc.) 
respectively during the month of April.  

Water quality - Groundwater and 
surface water quality monitoring 
continued in April. 

A summary of main surface water 
parameters measured (range of lowest 
to highest): 

pH 

5.09– 7.79 

Temperature (oC)

5.3 - 12.8  

Suspended solids (mg/l) 

<4 – 237.0 

Phosphate (μg/l P) 

<10.0 – 334.0  

Conductivity (mS/cm) 

168 - 335 

Dissolved Oxygen (% Sat O2)

31 - 95 

Turbidity (mg/l)

<1.00 – 145.0 

Nitrate (mg/l NO3)

<0.44 

A summary of the main groundwater 
parameters measured (range of lowest 
to highest): 

pH

5.71 - 6.21  

Temperature (oC)

10.0 - 12.6  

Conductivity (mS/cm) 

275 - 505  

Dissolved Oxygen (% Sat O2)

<1 - 20 

Total Dissolved Solids

131 - 331 

Vibration monitoring – Vibration 
monitoring is carried out on a daily 
basis by alternating the vibration meter 
between monitoring locations V1 and 
V2. Results have shown that peak 
displacement measurements are 
usually as a result of one off small 
vibration event that fall into the range 
of 0.006mm to 17.8mm. 

Complaints – A number of complaints 
were received since the last meeting 
of the PMC – Two complaints were 
received regarding increased noise 
levels, one regarding discolouration of 
water within a perimeter drain. Six 
complaints were recorded relating to 
the traffic movements along the 
haulage road.  All complaints were 
investigated by SEPIL. 

Incidents  – There were four 
environmental incidents and one near 
miss in the last month. Details of these 
are:

There was an overflow of wastewater 
from a tank on the eastern edge of the 
site compound. The toilet block was 
immediately closed and the source of 
the leak investigated. It was identified 
that a greater storage capacity was 
required. A new second tank has now 
been installed and daily checks 
undertaken. Status – Closed.



There was a diesel leak from the 
generator at D12 on to the topsoil. The 
generator was immediately shut down 
and the spill was investigated (a loose 
cap on the diesel tank). The spill was 
cleaned up using spill kit material. 
Status – Closed.

Elevated suspended solids above the 
threshold level were recorded in DS1 
as a result of a partial drain collapse. 
The culvert was replaced and samples 
were collected for analysis. The drain 
was monitored to ensure that there 
was no significant impact on the 
receiving environment. Status – 
Closed. 

Elevated suspended solids were 
recorded in D16 due as a result of run-
off from the newly constructed lay-bys 
along the R314 during a heavy rain 
event. Samples were collected for 
analysis and the drain was monitored 
to ensure that there was no significant 
impact on the receiving environment. 
Status – Closed. 

A diesel spill occurred due to the 
relocation of fuel bowser and an 
associated generator. This was 
immediately cleaned up using oil spill 
materials. There was no capacity for 
an environmental impact as the spill 
occurred on an area of hardstanding 
and therefore has only been recorded 
as a near miss. Status – Closed. 








