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PUBLIC STATEMENT

NO THREAT TO CARROWMORE LAKE OR PUBLIC WATER FROM ALUMINIUM LEVELS

Following the April Meeting which was held on Wednesday 5th, the Project Monitoring Committee for the Corrib Gas Project can confirm that there is currently no threat to aquatic life in the catchment of the Bellanaboy River or in Carrowmore Lake, or to the standard of drinking water in the Erris area, arising from the run off from the Bellanaboy Gas Terminal site.

A report prepared by the North West Regional Fisheries Board summarised the position as follows:  

“Recent reports of toxicity and poisoning of Carrowmore Lake and its tributaries, due to aluminium discharges from the Shell Gas Terminal excavation, are completely unfounded from the fisheries perspective.”

The report deals with the scientific background and with water quality in the Carrowmore Lake and tributaries.  Survey work carried out by the Fisheries Board in March confirms that the aquatic life in the Bellanaboy River is normal.  A strong run of spring fish is being experienced into the Lake and the Board confirms that there will be excellent angling opportunities in the short to medium term.  The full text of this report and all other reports considered by the Project Monitoring Committee at their April meeting are available on the Mayo County Council website.

The Environmental Protection Agency have also been asked for comment on the results of the monitoring programme and on the Fisheries Board results.   They have concluded that aluminium levels in the lake are not a cause for concern.   The full text of the Environmental Protection Agency comment is also available on the Mayo County Council website.

The biggest threat to the lake is, as has been previously identified, a build up of phosphates going back over many years.  Mayo County Council with the North West Regional Fisheries Board will be commencing farm visits in the area shortly to help alleviate this problem.

Mayo County Council has carried out an extensive program of monitoring water quality in the catchment, the results show that there is aluminium naturally occurring in all of the tributaries and that the average total levels in the Bellanaboy river are in fact lower than the aluminium levels in three of the other tributaries.

It remains however important that the accumulated cloudy water on the Bellanaboy site is dealt with as expeditiously as possible.  The Axonics unit is treating the water satisfactorily but due to its limited capacity, will be some considerable time before the existing pond will be processed.  The developer proposes to install a larger Axonics unit with a view to speeding up the process. Mayo County Council has carried out an extensive range of monitoring and has placed all verified results on the public file in the Belmullet Office.  A number of erroroneous results were received from the testing laboratory on samples taken during the month of February.   The results have been referred for re-checking. The outcomes will be placed on the public file as soon as they come to hand.

The Health Service Executive carries out a programme of independent testing of public water supplies.  The result of the tests carried out on the sample taken during February is 17 ug/L (total aluminium).  This level is negligible and confirms the results of Mayo County Council’s monitoring programme.

In summary there is currently no threat to Carramore Lake or to the public water supply in the Erris area arising from the run-off from the Bellanaboy Gas Terminal Site.  It is important however that the cloudy water which has accumulated on site is treated as expeditiously as possible and the developer has confirmed that they will be up-sizing the on-site plant.  The Project Monitoring Committee which includes representation from the Environmental Protection Agency, the North-West Regional Fisheries Board, National Parks and Wildlife Service, Mayo County Council and the local community will continue to monitor the situation to ensure that the environment is protected for the benefit of the people of Erris and of Mayo in general, and that the drinking water in the Erris Regional Water Supply conforms to EU standards.
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