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MINUTES OF MEETING OF PROJECT MONITORING COMMITTEE (PMC) HELD IN THE BROADHAVEN BAY HOTEL, BELMULLET ON 12th DECEMBER 2007

Chairman:

Mr. D. Mahon, County Manager

Present:

Ms. Agnes McLaverty, Shell E & P. Ireland Limited



Mr. Gerry Costello, Shell E & P Ireland Limited




Mr. Terry Nolan, Shell E & P Ireland Limited




Mr. Brendan Butler, Shell E & P Ireland Limited




Mr. Tony Doyle, Shell E & P Ireland Limited




Mr. Sean Dillon, Shell E & P Ireland Limited




Mr. Richard Cosgrove, Bord na Móna



Mr. Seamus Gaughan, Community Representative


Garda Peter Murray, An Garda Síochana
Mr. Ciáran Ó hÓbain, Dept. CENR

Mr. Denis Strong, National Parks & Wildlife Service




Mr. Paddy Mahon, Mayo County Council Project Manager



Mr. Peter Hynes, Mayo County Council



Mr. Michael Hughes, North Western Regional Fisheries Board

Apologies:

Mr. Gerard McDonnell, Community Representative

Mr. Nicholas Whyte, Community Representative

Mr. Vincent Roche, North Western Regional Fisheries Board
Mr. Ray Smith, Environmental Protection Agency
Mr. Enda McDonagh, Bord na Móna


Mr. Gerard McDonnell, Community Representative

Mr. Dick McKeever, Dept.Agriculture, Fisheries & Food




Sergeant James Gill, An Garda Síochana
In Attendance:
Ms. Muriel Finnerty, Mayo County Council

1. Minutes
The Minutes of the Project Monitoring Committee Meeting held on 14th November 2007, and already circulated, were approved having been proposed by Mr. Hynes and seconded by Mr. O hÓbáin. 
2.
Matters arising
There were no matters arising.

3.
Water Quality – Carrowmore Lake
Mr. P. Mahon updated the meeting on water quality in Carrowmore Lake as set out in report circulated and available on the Council’s website - www.mayococo.ie The results of analysis circulated show that the discharge of surface water from the Terminal Site has had no adverse impact on the quality of drinking water produced at the Erris Regional Water Supply Scheme at Barnatra.    The report and results were then noted.

4.
Updates

· Roadworks / Transportation
Mr. Mahon indicated that the roads in the area are being continually monitored.

· Bord na Móna
The meeting was updated on the current position as set out in report circulated on the Shrahmore Peat Repository – copy of which is available on www.mayococo.ie 

5.
Update on Terminal
Mr. Butler outlined the position on the Bellanaboy Bridge Site as set out in report circulated (copy available on www.mayococo.ie ) He indicated that there are currently 477 employed on site, two-thirds of whom are from Mayo and it is hoped that this number will rise to 500 in January next.
6. Environmental Issues

Mr. Doyle outlined the position on environmental issues as set out in report on the Bellanaboy Bridge Site, copy of which is available on www.mayococo.ie, and indicated that no complaints had been received during the monitoring period.

7.
Community Fund 

Mr. P. Mahon informed the meeting of the position on the Community Fund –

· Work has commenced on the village enhancement project for the Attavally Community Group which was awarded €60,000 from the Community Fund relating to Condition No. 42 of An Bord Pleanala’s schedule of planning conditions.

· The Scheme for the Bellanaboy Community Group is expected to commence in early 2008.

· The Glencullen River Scheme will commence in late Spring 2008.

· The Bangor Angling Scheme has been given until June 2008 to confirm the matching funds required to complete the project.

8.
Court Cases
In relation to the onshore pipeline legal proceedings, Mr. Costello indicated that points of claim in respect of their counterclaims have been served by two of the four remaining defendants on Shell E & P and the State parties, and responses to these points of claim have been served. 
He also indicated that the State parties have issued a motion requesting the High Court to deal with certain preliminary matters and this is due to be heard in the High Court on 17th December next.   Shell E & P is not a party to the motion which is between the Defendants and the State parties.
9.
Local Issues
Mr. Nolan informed the meeting that the undergrounding of Eircom cables is progressing.
10. Any other business

Mr. Nolan circulated photographs showing the Corrib Gas - 2007 progress in pictures.  He thanked everybody on the Committee for their efforts and contributions to the project and he invited the members of the PMC to visit the Bellanaboy Terminal Site early in 2008.
The Committee congratulated Mr. P. Mahon on his recent promotion and thanked him for his work as Project Manager through a difficult period from 2001.   

It was agreed to hold the next PMC meeting in Belmullet on 13th February 2008 at 11.0am.

This concluded the business of the meeting. 
