MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL

SUMMER MUSIC SERIES 2008

Mayo County Council Arts Office is delighted to present an exciting programme of diverse musical events throughout Mayo during July.

BALLINA -  Iarla O’Lionaird & Friends

St. Michael’s Church, Thursday 3rd July at 8pm

CHARLESTOWN -  Mary Mc Partlan & Seamie O’Dowd

The Town Hall Arts Centre, Friday 4th July at 8pm

BELMULLET – National Youth Orchestra of Ireland

Áras Inis Gluaire, Saturday 5th July at 7.30pm 
LOUISBURGH -  Méta Méta
Louisburgh Parish Hall, Thursday 10th July at 8pm

INISHTURK -  The Rough Deal String Band 
Community Centre, Saturday 12th July at 9pm
CASTLEBAR -  MaSamba
Market Square, Saturday 19th July at 2pm
WESTPORT -  Callino Quartet 
Holy Trinity Church, Friday 25th July at 8pm
ACHILL – No Crows

St. Thomas’ Church, Dugort, Saturday 26th July at 8pm
BALLYHAUNIS – Blazin’ Fiddles 
The Friary, Thursday 31st July at 8pm
Admission to all events is FREE, BOOKING ESSENTIAL – Max. 6 people per booking

For information/ booking please contact:

The Arts Office, Mayo County Council, Áras an Chontae, Castlebar

Tel: 094 90 24444, exts. 7558 & 7560. E-mail: mayoarts@mayococo.ie
OFFICE HOURS: Monday to Friday 9am-1pm & 2pm-5pm

MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL

SUMMER MUSIC SERIES 2008

Mayo County Council Arts Office is delighted to present an exciting programme of diverse musical events throughout Mayo during July.
BALLINA -  Iarla O’Lionaird 

St. Michael’s Church, Thursday 3rd July at 8pm
Iarla O Lionaird grew up and learned his craft in the musical heartland of Cuil Aodha, in the West Cork Gaeltacht, renowned for its association with the composer Sean O’Riada. Since his iconic early recording of “Aisling Gheal” while still a boy, O’Lionaird has established himself as a masterful exponent of Sean Nos Song and as a pioneer in its renewal and development. In the 1990’s with the multi million selling Afro Celt Soundsystem, Iarla achieved two Grammy nominations. His three solo albums have been critically acclaimed and his most recent recorded work ‘Invisible Fields’ was voted Best Folk Record by the Irish Times in 2006. Iarla has sung for audiences across the globe from Carnegie Hall in New York, to the Royal Opera House in London, from Cape Town to Moscow, Rome and Tokoyo. His many TV appearances have included ‘Later with Jools Holland’ and ‘The David Letterman Show’. His voice has appeared on film soundtracks including “The Gangs of New York” and “Hotel Rawanda”. He is currently touring a new work entitled “Grá agus Bás” with the Crash Ensemble, commissioned by Trinity College and composed especially for O’Lionaird by  Donnacha Dennehy. 

Iarla will be joined in Ballina by Caoimhin O Raghallaigh, Leo Abrahams and Graham Henderson.
CHARLESTOWN -  Mary Mc Partlan & Seamie O’Dowd

The Town Hall Arts Centre, Friday 4th July at 8pm

Mary Mc Partlan is one of the most talented singers to come out of the Irish scene in recent years. Born in Drumkeeran, Co. Leitrim and now living in Galway, she started singing in the early 70’s but it wasn’t until 2003 that she decided to make music her full time career. Her award winning album ‘The Holland Handkerchief’‘was released to major acclaim. In 2007 Mary collaborated with poet and playwright Vincent Woods, musician’s Mairtin O’Connor, Brendan O’Regan, Seamie O’Dowd, the Orbsen choir and ConTempo (Romanian String Quartet in residence at NUIG) on original material for her brand new CD entitled “Petticoat Loose” which was launched nationally this year. 

Seamie O’Dowd is a talented fiddle, guitar and harmonica player and has also mastered banjo, bouzouki, bodhran and mandolin. His first rock band ‘Peel the Grape’ gained national airplay and local notoriety before breaking up in the late ‘80s.  He was a member of Dervish who toured worldwide to much acclaim. He now works on a variety of projects with musicians such as Mairtin O’Connor, Matt Molloy, Liam O’Flynn, Steve Wickham, Thom Moore, Cathy Jordan and Rick Epping.   
BELMULLET – National Youth Orchestra of Ireland

Áras Inis Gluaire, Saturday 5th July at 7.30pm 
The National Youth Orchestra of Ireland was founded in 1970 and is funded by the Department of Education & Science, the Arts Council of Ireland and sponsored by Toyota Ireland. All players, aged 12 – 24, gain their place through a rigorous national selection procedure each year and there are several performing ensembles including the NYOI Junior Orchestra with players aged 12-18. The NYOI Junior Orchestra is a full symphony orchestra that meets twice a year at Christmas and in the Summer. During residential courses, they rehearse with professional tutors in their individual instrumental sections and also rehearse and perform under the baton of Irish conductor Gearóid Grant who has been conducting the orchestra for 29 years. This summer they are performing alongside violinist Gwendolyn Masin, who is a former member of the orchestra and a shining example of the importance of the NYOI as a platform for young musicians in Ireland. 
BÉAL AN MHUIRTHEAD – Ceolfhoireann Náisiúnta Óige na hÉireann

Áras Inis Gluaire, Dé Sathairn 5ú Iúil ag 7.30pm

Bunaíodh an Ceolfhoireann Náisiúnta na hÉireann i 1970, tá sé maoinithe ag an Roinn Oideachais agus Eolaíochta, An Comhairle Ealaíon agus urraithe ag Toyota Éireann. Bronntar spás ar na ceoltóirí idir 12-24 d’aois tar éis dóibh dul tríd dian-phróiseas roghnúcháin bliantúil. Tá scata ensemble uirlise ann, an Ceolfhoireann Sóisearach le ceoltóirí idir 12-18 bhliain d’aois, ina measc. Is ceolfhoireann shiansach iomlán í an CNOÉ Ceolfhoireann Sóisearach a gcasann ar a chéile faoi dhó sa bhliain, ag am Nollag agus sa Samhradh. Déanann siad réamhchleachtadh le teagascóirí phroifisiúnta ina rannóga uirlise éagsúla le linn cúrsaí chónaitheacha, chomh maith le réamhchleachtadh agus seinm faoi bhaitín Gearóid Grant, an Stiúrthóir Éireannach atá an cheolfhoireann á stiúir aige le 28 bliain anuas. Tá siad ag seinm leis an veidhleadóir Gwendolyn Masin, iar-bhall den cheolfhoireann agus eiseamláir den thábhacht na CNOÉ mar ardán do cheoltóirí óga na hÉireann.

LOUISBURGH -  Méta Méta
Louisburgh Parish Hall, Thursday 10th July at 8pm

Méta Méta is the Afro-Cuban Jazz project of the F-IRE Collective, which is an artistic organisation initiated in 1995.  F-IRE exists to promote, sustain and share creativity and creative opportunities for its members and their wider community, in performance, education and recording. Méta Méta brings a unique and exciting blend of ancient and modern together through voice, instrument and movement. The music is an intersection between deep African heritage and contemporary rhythm - a combination of jazz, blues, hiphop, salsa and calypso. An extraordinarily talented, award-winning and experienced group of musicians, Méta Méta are: 
Barak Schmool:  alto sax, composition, 
Maurizio Ravalico: lead vocals 
Francesc Marco-Sendon: keyboard
Leo Taylor: drums
Tom Mason: bass 
Hammadi Rencurrell-Valdes: bata drums
www.f-ire.com
www.myspace.com/firecollectivemetameta
INISHTURK -  The Rough Deal String Band (USA)
InishturkCommunity Centre, Saturday 12th July at 9pm
Playing a mix of Appalachian, Cajun, traditional American, Old-time country music and cowboy ‘prairie’ songs with an authentic charming old-timey sound, the Rough Deal String Band have released three well-received albums. They regularly play at music festivals in Ireland and England. The Rough Deal String Band is:  

Bill Whelan:  5-string banjo. For years Bill played Upright Bass with various bluegrass and Irish traditional music bands. Now he sticks to playing banjo in a style that has been described as 'progressive neo old-timey'. 

Tim Rogers, Fiddle and Vocals.Originally from New England, USA, Tim has now permanently settled in Ireland. Once active on the Vermont Bluegrass/ Newgrass scene, he also plays Mandolin, Banjo and Harmonica.

Ben Keogh, Guitar and Vocals. Equally at home singing Stephen Foster classics, Cowboy 'prairie' songs or dark Appalachian mountain ballads, Ben has an enviable talent for effortlessly singing the most complex vocal harmonies. 

CASTLEBAR -  MaSamba
Market Square, Saturday 19th July at 2pm
Led by Simeon Smith, MaSamba are Ireland’s premier samba collective. They play a diverse range of Brazilian rhythms, from Rio-style batucada, to laid back Samba Reggae and funky Timbalada grooves. Nationally and internationally, they give roughly 90 performances annually, in festivals and events such as The St. Patrick’s Festival, Samhlaíocht Chiarrai, The Special Olympics and the Drogheda Samba Festival. Their club performances include The Gaiety, the Village, Vicar Street, Crawdaddy (The Pod) and the Sugar Club. TV appearances include the ‘Late Late Show’, ‘Saturday Night Live’, ‘Live at Three’ and ‘Ireland AM’.  With their high-energy shows, colourful costumes and traditional instruments, they never fail to capture audiences with the exciting sounds of Brazil. 
WESTPORT -  Callino Quartet
Holy Trinity Church, Friday 25th July at 8pm
The Callino Quartet was formed at the West Cork Chamber Music Festival in 1999. Following on from that they embarked on a concert career, their fresh and enthusiastic approach impressing audiences from Canada to the Czech Republic. The quartet members endeavour to retain this freshness in their performances by having a wide ranging and challenging repertoire through a thoughtful and historically informed approach to the traditional quartet repertoire as well as close collaborations with composers and other artists. Their collaborations include the Vogler and Belcea string quartets, double bassist Edgar Meyer, pianist Barry Douglas, rock band The Arcade Fire and jazz guitarist John Abercrombie.  The Quartet has commissioned and premiered new works by Ian Wilson, Raymond Deane, Ronan Guilfoyle, Kimmo Hakola and they have worked closely with Edgar Meyer, Peteris Vasks and Franghiz Ali-Zadeh on their works for string quartet. They are regularly broadcast on RTE Lyric FM, BBC Radio 3 as well as appearances on RTE television. The quartet play on very fine instruments including a Nicolo Gagliono 1765 violin and a rare 18th century Venetian cello by Deconet. The Callino Quartet take their name from the Irish air "Cailín cois tSuir a mé" - Girl by the River Suir. 

Sarah Sexton & Michaela Girardi: Violins

Rebecca Jones: Viola

Sarah McMahon: Cello  
ACHILL – No Crows
St. Thomas’ Church, Dugort, Saturday 26th July at 8pm
A cosmopolitan collection of musicians from different cultures and influences, NoCrows has emerged from modest origins to become a force in the Irish and European acoustic/roots scene. Having sprung from a modest midweek session in one of Sligo’s busiest nightspots, Shoot the Crows, this instinctual blend of classical, jazz, folk and world music is performed with great panache by an equally unlikely mix of personalities: Mallorcan guitarist Felip Carbonell, Swiss cellist and mandolin player Anna Houston, Sligo bassist Eddie Lee, violinist Steve Wickham of Waterboys fame and occasional guest performances from Russian virtuoso violinist Oleg Ponomarev. With an admirable disdain for pigeon-holing of music, NoCrows’ adventurousness is exemplified in its penchant for improvisation, resulting in startlingly different treatments of a truly global repertoire of tunes from one show to another. Expect to hear music from China to Moldova, from Brittany to Russia, Venezuela, Greece, Ireland (of course), plus refreshing treatments of Morricone, Brahms, Pachelbel, Rodrigo, Gershwin and well as a host of original pieces, moving effortlessly from sub-orchestral atmospherics to full-blown Gypsy mayhem, from passionate Latin lament to rollicking reel. NoCrows never ceases to surprise and delight.  
ACAILL – No Crows
Eaglais Naomh Thomáis, Dumha Goirt, Dé Sathairn 26ú Iúil ag 8pm

Cnuasach iltíreach ceoltóirí ó chultúir agus ó thionchair éagsúla, d’eirigh No Crows as bunús úiríseal, eascartha as seisiún cheol lár-sheachtaine i gceann de na honaid oíche is gníomhaí i Sligeach, Shoot the Crows, tá siad anois faoi ardmheas lucht an cheoil fhuaimiúil/rútaí Éireannach is Eorpach. Is cumasc de cheol clasaiceach, snagcheol, ceol pobail is domhanda a bhíonn á sheinm le stíl ar leith ag an meascán pearsantachtaí neamhghnách seo: Feilp Carbonell ó Mhallorca ar giotár, an dordveidhleadóir agus seinnteoir maindilín Eilvéiseach Anna Houston, Eddie Lee as Sligeach ar an ndord, an veidhleadóir Steve Wickham ó chlú na Waterboys, le corr aoi-thaispeánatas ag an an rímháistir veidhleadóra Rúiseacha Oleg Ponomarev. Le drochmheas inmholta ar chúngú ceoil, táispeánann NoCrows a dhánacht ina luí atá acu le seiftiú, agus cóireálacha iontacha éagsúla ar stór poirt fhíor-dhomhanda á chasadh acu ó ghig go gig. Bí ag tnúth le ceol ón tSín go dtí an Mholdóiv, ón mBriotáin go dtí an Rúis, Veiniséala, an Gréig, agus Éire (ar ndóigh), chomh maith le cóireálacha beomhara de Morricone, Brahms, Pachebel, Rodrigo, Gershwin agus go leor poirt nua-chumtha, ag gluaiseacht gan stró ó aerthormáin fhocheolfhoirneach go rí rá Giofóige, ó chaoineadh paiseanta na Laidine go ríl ragairneach. Ní theipeann ar No Crows ionadh agus aoibhneas a spreagadh. 

BALLYHAUNIS – Blazin’ Fiddles
The Friary, Thursday 31st July at 8pm
From remote village halls to the Royal Albert Hall, Blazin' Fiddles have delighted audiences with their highlands and islands fiddle music and tales. One of Scotland's top traditional bands, no other band has quite captured the excitement, passion and the sensitivity of Scottish music. During a performance, the audience has a rare opportunity to hear pieces featuring the regional styles of each fiddler followed by all hands jumping in for a wonderful explosion of music. Fiddles and  bows blaze away with guitar and piano for one of the most exciting and memorable fiddle ensembles ever to take the stage. Now aged 10 years, the band continues to provide a robust blend of music that is a delight to any palate, featuring a whole new set of tunes from their latest album, Blazin’ Fiddles Live. Blazin’ Fiddles are: 

Allan Henderson, Catriona Macdonald, Bruce MacGregor, Iain MacFarlane & Aidan O'Rourke – fiddles

Marc Clement – guitar

Andy Thorburn - piano

www.blazin-fiddles.co.uk
Mayo County Council would like to thank all the community groups and venues which have been so helpful during the programming of this music series.
Admission to all events is FREE, BOOKING ESSENTIAL – Max. 6 people per booking. For information/ booking please contact:
The Arts Office, Mayo County Council, Áras an Chontae, Castlebar
Tel: 094 90 24444, exts. 7558 & 7560. E-mail: mayoarts@mayococo.ie
OFFICE HOURS: Monday to Friday 9am-1pm & 2pm to 5pm
