
The county arts service is based on the principles
of quality, access, inclusion and long-term value,
so that the arts and associated areas are not
separate, elitist activities for the educated and
experienced, but enjoyable, accessible and
challenging events for all to experience.
Therefore, access to the arts should be possible for
all of us whether we choose to actively engage or
not.  Public support for the arts is a recognition of
the contribution that the arts make to society and
of the wider benefits that engagement with the
arts can confer; self-expression, personal
development, and strengthening a sense of
identity at both individual and community levels.

County Arts Service
In 1989, Mayo County Council employed the first
Arts Officer for the county. Since then, through a
continued commitment to the arts, the County
Council has expanded its support for and
contribution to the on-going development of the
arts in Mayo.

The Mayo County Council Arts Service is a
functional unit within the County Council
structure. Through the Arts Service, support is
provided to artists, writers, musicians, dramatists,
dancers, community arts workers and arts
organisations working in Mayo. The Arts Service
responds to identified needs of those who make
and present art, together with those who are
involved in the numerous other capacities within
the arts sector.

What We Do:

• Information & Communications
• Advisory Service
• Arts Programming
• Promotion
• Funding & Supports – Artists & Groups
• Community Arts
• Developmental role for Arts Sector
• Mayo County Council Collection
• Policy-making and Planning
• Partnerships in arts-related initiatives
• Networking

Information and
Communications
A regular flow of information on the arts in Mayo
is disseminated by the Arts Service through a
variety of media and information channels,
including local newspapers, regional magazines,
touring exhibitions, festival promotions, special
publications generated by the Arts Office, direct
mailing and event notices.

The Arts Service actively facilitates interaction
and communication between artists, arts
organisations, audiences for the arts, the public,
community groups and public bodies.

Arts Advisory Service
The Arts Advisory Service is availed of by over
200 amateur groups, arts organisations and
community groups who regularly seek advice
about arts events and sources of funding for their
projects and programmes.  
The Arts office advises on Arts Acts Grants which
are available to any community or group wishing
to organise their own arts-based event or activity.
These grants are administered through the
County Secretary’s office.

Developmental Role
In order to address identified sectoral needs the
Arts Office initiates responsive developments.
Examples of this kind of provision are: 
Careers in Music seminar in Castlebar in 2001,
which provided information to people interested
in pursuing a career in the music industry as
musicians, music journalists, music publicists or
broadcasters and in other related areas.  It also
featured a showcase for original local talent,
which had a capacity audience.
FLEX Programme - A Chance to Dance, a major
dance residency by the professional dance
company, Fluxusdance, led by choreographer
Cathy O’Kennedy was organised in 2002. This
extensive week of dance workshops and
performance enabled over 600 people to have a
quality dance experience. Workshops were given
at primary and secondary school level, and over
the weekend there were opportunities to engage
intensively in different forms of dance.

Arts Grants & Awards
The Arts Office administers grants for both
professional and non-professional artists across
all art forms.
Applications are assessed by independent,
external, expert panels.

Arts Act Grants
Mayo County Council Arts Acts Grants are
advertised in the local press in April of each year.
Arts Grants are awarded to groups and
individuals who satisfy the policies of the Council
in relation to the development of the Arts in the
County.

Artists Bursaries
This scheme assists young artists, across a variety
of disciplines, to continue their education.  The
bursaries are awarded for courses leading to
recognised certification.

Tyrone Guthrie Awards
Every year, two artists are selected by open
competition to spend two weeks in residency at
the Tyrone Guthrie Centre in Annaghmakerrig
pursuing their own work. Bursaries have been
awarded to writers, visual artists, composers and
musicians.

Amateur Drama Awards
Applications may be made through the Arts
Office for an annual award of €1,270 to an
amateur drama group. An extra award may be
given for drama which is inclusive of the local
community and works with the community in a
developmental way.

Visual Arts Awards
Visual artists can apply to the Arts Office for awards
in support of exhibition assistance and materials.

Theatre - Guarantees Against Loss
The Arts Office offers certain financial guarantees
to selected theatre groups or venues hosting
touring theatre, in the event that they record a
loss at the end of a production run.  A written
agreement is required in advance of the event.
This important support for theatre ensures that
productions travel to Mayo, and that smaller
venues can programme high- quality product.

Music Recording Assistance Grant
A number of grants are allocated annually which
enable musicians to record a demo CD. 

Music Recital Scheme
This scheme enables musical and choral groups in
the county to provide free recitals to the public. 

Arts Programming

Residency Programme
The Artist-in Residence Scheme enables artists,
writers, musicians, dancers and drama workers to
work directly with people in schools, hospitals
(and other healthcare settings) and local
communities. This offers an opportunity for
interaction outside of the usual artistic setting,
facilitating integration and learning.

Visual arts
In addition to providing support for exhibitions,
the Arts Office organises a number of exhibitions
annually, usually to promote work originating
from residencies and specific initiatives.

Touring Theatre
The Arts Office works to provide greater access to
theatre, especially for children, particularly in
remote areas. Where possible, the Arts Office also

supports other productions which work directly
in schools. 

Mayo Youth Theatre
Established in 1999, Mayo Youth Theatre has
grown considerably and is now based in four
locations: Castlebar, Ballina, Belmullet and
Foxford. Through the promotion and support of
quality youth theatre, emphasising personal and
social development, MYT provides access to
drama for those aged 13 - 22.  There are now over
ninety young members countywide. In order to
develop the skills-pool within the county, MYT
has a policy of providing training for trainers.
Opportunities for learning are maximised by
linking with other youth theatres, through travel
and annual productions.

Arts in Libraries
The Arts Service collaborates with the Library service
to provide county-wide exhibitions. Workshops and
readings are also regularly jointly scheduled.

Ealaíona trí Ghaeilge
The Arts Service targets strategic support for arts
initiatives and events in Irish through the
Ealaíona trí Ghaeilge programme and provides an
arts service in Irish (or bi-lingually) where
requested.

Art in Education Programme
The Arts Office conducted extensive research in
2001 to identify issues related to the provision of
arts in schools and among teachers. A series of
workshops, for over 47 schools was delivered in
2001. In 2002, the Arts Office co-funded six week
programmes of arts workshops with 10 schools as
a further development of its work with schools.
In partnership with the Mayo Education Centre,
this provision was augmented by a series of
experiential arts workshops for teachers, in
which over 40 teachers participated. 

Music Instruments for children
A highly innovative scheme was launched in
2002 by Mayo County Council Arts Office in
association with the Mayo Education Centre.
Seven sets of percussion instruments were
secured through the hard work of the Mayo
Music Development Association, initiated by
Mary Curran as part of her residency with Mayo
County Council. The instruments, suitable for
children of any age up to 13, were acquired
through funding provided by the Arts Council.
The Mayo Education Centre is the key lending
agency for the instruments, retaining five sets for
direct use in primary schools throughout the
county, enabling the schools to borrow the
instruments for a school term. The remaining two
sets are available through the County Arts Office
and the Linenhall Arts Centre for use in
community and outreach workshops.

Mayo County Council Collection
Mayo County Council augments its Collection
with new acquisitions on an annual basis. In
2001, the Collection was fully catalogued.

Annual Programme
A number of annual events / festivals have been
developed and organised by the Arts Office:

Force 12 Writers Weekend
Force 12, is held in Belmullet in June, and
attended by over 80 writers from groups
throughout the country. The weekend features
workshops and readings by both published and
unpublished writers, local tours and music. 
A writer-in-residence programme has been
developed for Force 12 where a bi-lingual writer
works in the region for five weeks before the
festival, giving workshops and readings in
schools, libraries and care settings.  

Bealtaine
For Bealtaine, the annual nation-wide festival
celebrating creativity in older age, Mayo County
Council runs an extensive, interactive
programme. The programme is county-wide with
up to 800 older people participating in workshops
and events in libraries, community centres, arts
centres and care-settings. The arts office works
with Active Retirement Association groups and
other organisations for older people. All art forms
are covered: dance, drama, story-telling, creative
writing and music.

Summer Music Series
A series of county-wide music events is organised
in July/August which includes all kinds of music:
folk, rock, traditional, classical. Hundreds of local
people attend events which to date have been
held in Westport, Castlebar, Kiltimagh, Foxford,
Louisburgh, Ballina, Belmullet, Tourmakedy,
Killala, Ballyhaunis and Charlestown.

Festivals
The Arts Service supports several festivals
throughout Mayo. Examples include: Féile
Iorrais, Ballina Street Festival, Sonas Children’s
Festival, Westport Arts Festival, Scoil Ácla and
Féile Chois Cuain.

Community Arts
Community arts serves to reach people who may
have no history of artistic involvement, belief in
their own creative ability, or access to arts
activities. Community arts can strengthen group
identity and the development of community

spirit. It can also empower marginalised groups
where people feel disenfranchised and isolated.

Mayo Artsquad
Established in 1997 with FÁS support, Mayo
County Council’s Arts Squad has continued to
provide excellent training in community arts
skills for fifteen participants annually. The
participants on Arts Squad come from a wide
variety of backgrounds and work with groups
from all communities, providing workshops,
training and street theatre. The Arts Squad work
extensively with festivals throughout the county
including Kiltimagh, Ballindine and Ballina
among others. 

Community Arts and Workshops:
The Arts Office organises and funds workshops
covering a range of art forms, in a variety of
settings, with groups of all ages. Where possible
the Arts Office works in partnership with
communities and groups to satisfy particular
needs for training, expertise, etc. These groups
range from teenagers, older people and people
with disabilities. 

Masterclasses
The Arts Office organises and funds masterclasses
for groups who wish to access the expertise of a
professional artist and where this type of training
is integral to their development. Examples of
such provision are workshops for local brass
bands, pipe bands and dance training.

Public Art
The Per Cent for Art Scheme provides funding for
artistic enhancement of public capital works.
Mayo County Council generates a considerable
fund for public art through its capital projects
(roads, bridges, housing, water treatment works,
etc.).  The associated arts projects provide work
opportunities for artists, and engage the
communities where the works of art are sited.

Dealbhóireacht Mhaigh Eo attracted the interest
of over 130 sculptors in open, anonymous
competitions to locate works of art at 9 public
sites. The sites include: Ballindine, Ballyhaunis,
Bangor Erris, Belmullet, Bohola, Turlough Park
and Westport.

Partnership Funding
The Arts Office provides annual revenue funding
to a number of partnership organisations:
• Linenhall Arts Centre, Castlebar
• The Heinrich Boll Cottage, Achill
• Custom House Studios, Westport
• Ballina Arts Events, Ballina
• Yew Tree Theatre Company, Ballina

• Feile Iorras Folk Arts Festival, Erris
• Ballinglen Arts Foundation, Ballycastle

Capital Developments
Through the upgrading of existing facilities, Arts
provision across a broad geographical spread is
planned, so that people throughout Mayo can
avail of the growing opportunities in this area.
Providing a much-needed forum for touring and
local professional arts, new facilities in Ballina
and Belmullet will compliment existing venues in
Castlebar, Westport, Kiltimagh, Ballinglen,
Foxford and Balla. Furthermore, where possible,
flexible spaces in which arts can be programmed
and developed will be supported. At present there
are several such spaces being considered for
development - in Charlestown, Ballyhaunis and
Ballinrobe. 

Networking & Partnership
The Arts Service is part of an extensive national
network of organisations and bodies involved in
the arts, including: The Arts Council, Artists
Association of Ireland, Sculpture Society of
Ireland, Irish Writers Centre, local authority Arts
Officers in other counties, festival networks,
venues and arts organisations throughout
Ireland.

Partnerships
Partnerships with other agencies play a crucial
role in furthering the outreach objectives of the
Arts Service. Partners to date include:
• Western Care Association
• Údarás na Gaeltachta
• FÁS
• Mayo Education Centre & Schools
• Meitheal Mhaigh Eo
• Western Health Board
• Mayo General Hospital
• Sacred Heart Hospital
• Neighbourhood Youth Project
• Sisters of Mercy
• Age and Opportunity
• Travellers projects
• Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology
• I.R.D’s 
• C.D.S.P’s  
• Urban District Councils.

Arts Policy-making 
& Planning
The developmental needs of the arts in Mayo are
monitored and assessed on an ongoing basis by
the Arts Service. The County Arts Plan sets out
priorities and relevant actions, for the continuing
development of the arts in Mayo in the years
2003 - 2006. The Arts Plan complements the 10-
year County Development Strategy of the County

Development Board, which sets out the
framework for the integrated social, cultural and
economic development of Mayo.

Summary
The Arts Service will continue to support artists,
writers, musicians, theatre workers, community
arts workers and dancers in Mayo in order to
maximise their creative potential. The support of
those who make art and are involved in the arts,
at whatever level, continues to be the core of a
progressive and responsive service.

Publications:

‘New Writings from the West’, edited by Val
Mulkearns, Mayo County Council, 1988. 

‘The Mayo Anthology’, edited by Richard
Murphy, Mayo County Council, 1990.

‘Force 10 in Mayo’, edited by Dermot Healy,
Mayo County Council, 1991.

‘The Mayo Anthology 4’, edited by Michael
Gorman, Mayo County Council, 1994.

‘The West and Beyond - Mayo 5’, edited by
Neil Donnell, Mayo County Council, 1998

(The above five publications were anthologies of
creative writing from writers in Mayo, edited by
the Writer-in-Residence at the time).

Chris Doris, ’40 Days & 40 Nights’, A Mayo
County Council Artist in Residence Project, Mayo
County Council, 2001. (Documents Chris Doris’
residency on Croagh Patrick)

‘Creative Reverie – Meeting the Person As
An Artist’, Mayo County Council, 2002.
(Documents the work of artist-in-residence,
Deirdre Walsh in the Sacred Heart Hospital,
Castlebar).

‘Saibhreas an tSaoil’ Mayo County Council
Strategic Arts Plan, 2003-2006, Mayo County
Council, 2003.
(Outlines strategic policy, aims, objectives and
actions for the development of the arts in the
county for a four-year period).

Mayo County Council
Arts Service

MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL ART OFFICE
Áras an Chontae, Castlebar, Co. Mayo.

Ph: 094 24444   Fax: 094 28188  
Email: artsstaf@mayococo.ie   
Website: www.mayococo.ie


