Mayo County CouncilForce 12 Writers Weekend in Belmullet
Friday 9th, Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th June 2006

Force 12 Writers Weekend in Belmullet is taking place this year from Friday 9th to Sunday 11th June in Belmullet, Co. Mayo.  John F. Deane will direct the weekend, with a host of well-known writers, poets and playwrights including Chris Agee, John Breen, Eva Bourke, Harry Clifton, Pádraig J. Daly, George Evans, Jennifer Johnston, Jack Harte, Hugo Hamilton, Claire Kilroy, Thomas Kinsella, Sinead Morrissey, Sheila O’ Hagan, Gerard Smyth and Daisy Zamora. The weekend is very much dedicated to visiting groups and it will provide a great opportunity for Mayo writers to interact with groups from all over the country.

On Saturday night, Thomas Kinsella, guest of honour, will be presented the Ted McNulty prize by Poetry Ireland

The programme for the weekend is designed to be an informal and relaxed event. It allows a platform for unpublished writers to read from their work and also to meet other writers to discuss writing. Workshops in prose, poetry, and script writing and various readings will take place on Saturday, with readings and music on Friday and Saturday nights in An Chéibh (formerly the Anchor Bar), in Belmullet. 

Over the weekend, there will be an exhibition of paintings in Belmullet Library featuring works by artist Fergus Lyons.

This event is organised by Mayo County Council Arts Service and is supported by the Arts Council of Ireland, Poetry Ireland and the Irish Writers Centre.

Attendance at readings and workshops is free to the public. 

As places are limited, booking is essential. Closing date for bookings it is Friday 26th May 2006.

If you wish to attend any of the events or require a programme of events please contact: 

Mayo County Council Arts Office at 094 9024444, ext. 7558 & 7560. 

