Earth Hour 2010

In March 2009, over one billion people in nearly 4,000 cities and towns in 88 countries took part in the largest mass participation event in history.  Across the world, people plunged themselves into darkness for one hour to help highlight climate change. 

Ireland was the first country in Europe to embrace the event and last year, EirGrid noted a drop of about 70MW of power usage over the course of the hour. Equivalent to more than 700,000 lights going off throughout Ireland, it was a powerful symbol of hope for a cause that grows more urgent by the hour. 
The effects of climate change are real and many argue that these changes are already being measured in Ireland – from changes in crop-cycles and growing patterns in trees – to the migratory habits of birds and insects.

To avoid the worst effects of climate change for now and the future, Ireland must look to its past to recall ideas of tradition and community - to inspire thought and drive future change as we strive for a more sustainable way of living.  
Climate change is seen as a global issue, but it will affect people locally. Preparation and adaptation can only come from you and the community around you. 
As the world again prepares to switch off to highlight climate change, Ireland will celebrate this year as only Ireland can – with a Trad night by candlelight 
As we turn out the lights once again on our famous landmarks, we hope to kick-off possibly the greatest seisiún ever seen on this island.  Get in touch with your local pub, club, hall or other venue and get organising.  
Earth Hour - Saturday 27th March 8:30pm to 9:30pm

So bring along your voice.  Bring along your pipes, your guitar, your whistle or your fiddle – take a candle, perhaps, and enjoy the craic. Absorb the atmosphere of old and look forward to a brighter future! 

Contact awareness@environ.ie or call 018883972 for more details.
