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MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL ARTS SERVICE

PROGRAMME 2009
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The county Arts service was set up in 1989 and is firmly based on the principles of quality, access, inclusion and long-term value. The service includes the following areas: information, promotion, advice, programming, planning and policy. It covers all art forms: music, visual arts, drama, dance, film, community arts, festivals and public art.  The effectiveness of the service is maximised through networking and strategic partnerships, with emphasis on the integration of arts into everyday life. 

Arts Information, Promotion and Advice:
This advisory service is availed of by over 230 community groups, artists and arts organisations which regularly seek advice about arts events and sources of funding for their projects and programmes. Furthermore, the Arts office advises on grants for artists and Arts Acts grants which are available annually to any community or group wishing to run their own Arts-based event.  

ARTS PROGRAMME 2009
Mayo Arts Squad:

Established in 1997 with FÁS support, Mayo County Council's Arts Squad has continued to provide excellent training in community arts skills for fifteen participants (from a wide variety of backgrounds) annually. In 2009 the Arts Squad worked extensively with festivals throughout the county, with community groups, intercultural groups and with disabled people. 
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Gathering Ground installation, (New Ground 2), Feile na Tuaithe, May 09.
In 2008, internationally  renowned artists, John Fox and Sue Gill were Bealtaine Artists in residence, working with the Artsquad on a major project which  involved all of the Artsquad participants, arts workers from Mayo and Galway, the wider commuity and groups of disabled people. This work was continued in 2009 with a similar event, developed by participants from the 2008 project in the National Museum of Ireland, Country Life, Turlough in May 2009, as part of Feile na Tuaithe.
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Gathering Ground installation, Feile na Tuaithe, May 2009
Art in Education Programme:
The Arts Service offers six week co-funded arts programmes for national schools in the county, across all art forms: music, drama, dance, creative writing, visual art.

· In 2009, the arts office carried out 8 co-funded arts programmes in schools throughout the county.
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· In Association with the Mayo Education Centre the Music Instruments for Children in Primary and Post-primary Schools Schemes continued successfully in 2009, with support workshops being offered through the arts office. Over eighty schools have now availed of this resource.

Mayo County Council School’s Exhibition Programme:

· There are two exhibitions from the Mayo County Council collection which were collated especially for primary schools. These exhibitions are on loan to schools for up to six months. Support workshops are also provided through the arts office by artists included in the exhibitions and specially designed education packs are  available for teachers and pupils. In 2009, the exhibitions went to four schools. 
Force 12 Writer’s Festival: 

This annual writer's weekend was held in Belmullet, directed by Patrick Cotter and attended by over 80 writers. The weekend is based around a programme of readings by professional guest writers and writers’ groups. Guest writers included  Billy Ramsell, Claire Wigfall, Paula Meehan, Theo Dorgan, Liz O’Donoghue, John Corless, William Wall. The writer in residence was Éilís Ní Dhuibhne.
Older Persons Arts:

Bealtaine: Mayo County Council Arts Office run an extensive, interactive
programme for older people throughout the county during the month of May, to mark the annual festival which celebrates creativity in older age. In 2009 there were four major events, 8 recitals/ readings and nineteen workshops, (dance, storytelling, visual art, drama, music). The month was launched with a tea-dance at which The Siobhán Petit Jazz Quintet played for members of Active Retirement Groups and residents of care homes around the county. Events were held in twenty six locations and over 2,000 older people benefitted. There were three screenings of Michael Fortune’s film, Following the Whitethorn, which was produced under the public art programme. A national seminar, ENVISAGE – an exploration of place, was also held in Castlebar ( a partnership initiative between MCC Arts Office, Bealtaine and Inspiration Station).
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Bealtaine Launch, Welcome Inn, May 2009
Artists Mentoring & Networking Programme:

Since 2004, six visual artists have been working on a weekly basis in Westport, Achill, Ballina, Swinford and Claremorris, mentored by artist Deirdre Walsh. The programme is nationally recognised and continues to provide weekly workshops for older people in the county and networking opportunities for the artists involved. 
Public Art & Visual Art:
% for Art:
Mayo County Council has been one of the leading and most proactive Local Authorities in drawing down and using the % for Art scheme. Since 1989 over 67 commissions have been undertaken. 

New works launched in 2009 include:

Paperworks, Lucy Hill, Castlebar Library, Castlebar.
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 Colour Vortex, Allie kay, Carrakennedy NS, Westport
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Working with the children of Carrakennedy NS, Allie kay has produced a vibrant art work made of dyed and printed silks, pieced and embellished with silks.  Allie proposed that the project “suggests a coming and going within the space and a rhythm that alludes to the constants of landscape, nature and the waxing and waning of the pattern of the year.

Mayo County Council Collection
Every year, work is purchased through exhibitions within the county including paintings, batik, prints, small sculptural works, photographs etc. The works from the collection are hung in public buildings and are often loaned for exhibitions in Arts Centres and other contexts in the county. 

Theatre:
Mayo Youth Theatre:
Initiated in 1999, through the promotion and support of quality youth theatre, MYT provides access to drama for those aged 14 - 22.  With 25 young members MYT continued to flourish in 2009 with weekly workshops and a production in Ballina. 
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Dance Workshop, Mayo Youth Theatre, Ballina, EXCEL Youth Arts Programme,
 November 2008

Music:

Summer Music Series: 
Each July, the Arts Service provides a series of nine free concerts for the public. These are programmed in churches, community halls and open spaces, in order to promote diverse quality music, develop audiences for live music and provide access for communities. 
In 2009, another excellent series of county-wide music events brought quality music to Westport, Castlebar, Charlestown, Ballyhaunis, Louisburgh, Ballina, Achill, and Belmullet. Over 2,500 attended. Performances included; Irish Baroque Orchestra, The David Munnelly Band, Emer Mayock, Donal Siggins & Jean Michel Veillon, The Sick & Indigent Song Club, Elizabeth Cooney & Remond O’Toole, Ebony Steel Band, Mick Flannery and Matt Molloy, John Carty & Arty McGlynn.
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Matt Molloy, John Carty & Arty McGlynn, Summer Music Series, Ballyhaunis, July 2009
Whistleblast Quartet:

This partnership project (funded by the Arts Council, National Concert Hall and Mayo County Council), successfully completed fifteen interactive music education programmes in Mayo this year. Each programme culminated in a performance for the wider community, including the children who had been involved. The response from schools and communities has been tremendously positive.
Community Music Project:

Initiated in 2004, this community music initiative is funded by Mayo County Council and Mayo VEC. The project encourages people of all ages to become involved in music, often using instruments which may have been left unused in their attics. The project is facilitated by musician John Hoban. In 2009 groups were facilitated in Derrada, Keenagh, Achill and Westport. Participants included disabled people and refugees.  
Youth Arts Programme:
The Arts Service runs a youth arts programme in November annually, which specifically addresses the needs of teenagers. Specialist provision and  masterclasses are offered to groups already involved in the arts: orchestras, choirs, bands, students wishing to pursue a career in theatre or visual art, drama groups etc. Also opportunities to try out a new art form are provided. The sixth county-wide EXCEL Youth Arts Programme was successfully delivered in 2008. There were six masterclasses, eight workshops, eight open workshops and two major events. Approximately 1,000 young people benefited. One highlight of the 2008 programme was the production of a youth inter-cultural film in Castlebar, in partnership with the Galway Film Centre.
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Film-making project, Castlebar NYP, EXCEL Youth Arts Programme, November 2008
Disability Arts Programme: 
Mayo County Council Arts Office is very proactive in the area of disability and the arts. A number of long-term, equality-based projects are funded annually. 
· In addition, where possible, opportunities to include disabled people are sought so that groups of disabled people are invited to participate in other programme strands. For example, the New Ground residency in 2008 involved community artists, communities, Cranmór group (LUISNE) from Ballinrobe, The HSE Rural Training Centre, Castlebar and the general public in a holistic event in May. 
· Force 12 Writer in residence also includes disabled groups such as the Dolmen Clubhouse and the festival welcomes participants to the readings and workshops in June. 
· Mayo County Council’s Artsquad is also inclusive in ethos and up to 40% of participants are registered disabled. 
· The Arts Office also funds series of workshops with disabled groups. In 2008 artist Tom Meskell worked with the Irish Wheelchair Association in Castlebar and Claremorris; the Arts Office music instrument bank was borrowed by the Rural Training Centre for a series of percussion workshops and a specialist drama workshop was given to the Downs Syndrome group in Castlebar. 

LUISNE 

The LUISNE project is a visual arts project which began in 2004. The purpose of this project is to provide quality artistic experience for a group of service users of the Crann Mór Resource Centre operated by the Western Care Association. Workshops take place in a rented space adjacent to the TACÚ Family Resource Centre in Ballinrobe. Since the project began, sixteen service users have taken part in the project and four professional artist have been directly involved with the group. The project is funded by Western Care and Mayo County Council, with administrative and other supports provided by TACÚ. 
In 2009, extra funding was contributed by partner organisations to employ a co-ordinator for the project. This lead to the development of a website www.artluisne.com, a major exhibition in the Linenhall (with catalogue) and two smaller exhibitions in Ballina and Foxford. 
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Luisne Workshop
ALTERED IMAGES: 

A major, groundbreaking visual arts project developed by Mayo County Council in partnership with South Tipperary County Council and the Irish Museum of Modern Art, supported by the Arts Council. The partners presented a new and unique approach to exhibiting visual arts. Altered images is an interactive exhibition which toured to South Tipperary (June & July 09), Mayo (August & September 09) and will be in IMMA, Dublin (April 2010).
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‘Green Kitchen’, by David Creedon (photograph), MCC Collection: one of the artworks for Altered Images Exhibition
A selection of art works from the collections at IMMA, Mayo County Council and South Tipperary County Council are displayed in an accessible, interactive way in order to facilitate inclusive engagement for disabled people and the wider public. Using an innovative approach - including audio descriptions, three dimensional interpretations of paintings, sound art and an interactive website (www.alteredimages.ie) – the project attempts to engage new audiences for the first time, using a multi sensory approach. The catalogue for the exhibition was also produced in accessible formats (audio CD, Braille, large print). 
ARTS & DISABILITY NETWORKING PILOT:

In a developmental partnership, The Arts Council, Mayo County Council Arts Office and Arts & Disability Ireland are working together in 2009 to deliver a pilot programme for Arts and Disability. The programme will deliver a number of strategic goals including:

1.Disability Equality training for all arts venues in the county, and all staff working in arts venues. This will be followed by the development of practical plans which encourage the use of venues by disabled people, both as audience and as artists.

2. Disability Equality training for artists who work with or wish to work with groups of disabled people.

3. OSKA BRIGHT film festival for learning disabled people will also visit Mayo in December 2009, with film screenings and workshops.

4. Learning disabled theatre company to visit Mayo and carry out peer-learning workshops. The Lawnmowers will come to Mayo in November and give a performance and carry out workshops with learning-disabled groups in the county and also with theatre practitioners nationally who have experience in this area. 
5. Show-case of work in Mayo:

· ALTERED IMAGES exhibition in Ballina in August & September including sign-language tours and an education and outreach programme. 

· LUISNE exhibition in June.
Publications 2009:

New Ground Lost Seeds, documenting the Artsquad Bealtaine residency 2008, with John Fox and Sue Gill. 
ARTS GRANTS:

The Arts Office provides a wide variety of grants for both professional and non-professional practitioners in all art forms.

· Arts Acts Grants (19 grants ranging from €150 to €5,000) 

· Visual Arts awards (4  exhibition assistance and 14 materials assistance awards)
· MCC Tyrone Guthrie Awards (2 awards) 

· Amateur Drama Awards (1 award)
· Music Recording Assistance Awards  (2 awards)
· Mayo County Council & Liam Walsh Artists Award  (1 award)
NETWORKING & PARTNERSHIPS

Partnership Projects: A number of arts organisations receive annual funding on a partnership basis with Mayo County Council. The professional contribution of these organisations towards the strategic development of the arts in the county is recognised and supported by Mayo County Council: The Linenhall Arts Centre (Castlebar),  The Heinrich Boll Cottage (Achill), Yew Tree Theatre Company (Ballina), Ballina Arts Events (Ballina), Custom House Studios (Westport), Feile Iorras International Folk Arts Festival (Belmullet), Ballinglen Arts Foundation (Ballycastle) and Áras Inis Gluaire (Belmullet Arts Centre). In 2009, €188,000 was dispersed to assist these venues with their programmes. 
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Myriad Dance Workshop for EXCEL Programme in Ballina Arts Centre.

Other Partnerships: Partnerships with other agencies are crucial to continued outreach and success. The Arts Service has developed good working partnerships with: other LA arts offices, Western Care Association, FÁS, Health Service Executive Western Area, Age & Opportunity, The Arts Council, Mayo Education Centre & Schools, Sacred Heart Hospital, Community Development Projects, Mayo VEC, Údarás Na Gaeltachta, Irish Writer’s Centre, Irish Music Rights Organisation and Neighbour Youth Projects among others.

Summary

The Arts Service will continue to support artists and arts practitioners who live and work in Mayo in order to maximise their creative potential. The support of those who make art and are involved in the arts, at whatever level, continues to be the core of a progressive and responsive service.

