


Sustainable Access &
Habitat Restoration
at Croagh Patrick

The sustainable access and habitat restoration
aim is to address the erosion on Croagh Patrick
through specialised path repair, development
and habitat restoration work. This will include
aggregate and stone pitched paths, path
drainage works consisting of culverts, cross
drains and water bars. Habitat restoration will
take place on the heavily eroded areas.

The work programme will be prioritised

according to the urgency of the works required

for each section. The path has been divided into
six sections (see map):

e The proposed path will be 2m wide with
some variationto allow peopleto congregate
without impacting on vegetation. All works
and all activity associated with the works
will take place within the existing damage
area that is the current path.

Work on section 6 (summit cone) will use

a bespoke ‘cobble pitching’ technique.

This technique was developed through
an innovative meeting of mountain path
experts in response to the unique conditions
on Croagh Patrick and has already been
tested on part of the summit cone of
Croagh Patrick.

e Path repair will use materials (stone/
aggregate) from within the existing damage
footprint. Some aggregate may be moved
along the route from one section to another
to ensure there is no shortage. There may
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be a need for borrow pits. They will be
located within the existing damage zone.
Should additional stone be required it will
have a similar geochemical composition to
the quartzite on Croagh Patrick.

The path works will be executed by hand.

Use of excavators will be kept to a minimum.

The mountain will remain open while the
work is being carried out.

The path and adjoining habitat restoration

will require ongoing maintenance. There
will be opportunities for participation in

the future care of the mountain through

training and volunteer schemes.




