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Housing, Roads and Service
Development
TOM GILLIGAN

HOUSING, ROADS & SERVICE DEVELOPMENT

Directorate Highlights

Roads

Additional Restoration
Improvement funding of
€655,500 provided by DoT.

Additional LIS funding of
€567,000 provided by DRCD.

Local Transport Plans for
Castlebar, Ballina and Westport
being progressed and will be
finalised by Q3.

Architects

Tenders received from Mount
Street, Claremorris(6 units)

& Cross West (8 units) Housing
Schemes

Tender issued for 12 unit scheme
at Ballyvary.

Stage 1 Approvals received for
16 social housing units

Conservation

Works complete at Ballyglass
Lighthouse Keepers Cottage.
Development of events program
for Architecture at the Edge
Festival

Tender issued for MCC — Build
Heritage Stocktake

Dates to Note

Public consultation in relation to
Belclare to Murrisk Greenway
route options to be held on 13
Sept.

CIS proposals for 2024 / 2025 to
be submitted to DoT by 12
October.

Hedgecutting Season is now open
to 29" Feb., 2024.

Roads & Transportation SPC —
October (tbc)

Roads

e  Construction works on- going on N60 Heathlawn scheme with completion
due in August 2024. Approximately 1km of the eastern end of the scheme is
complete and open to traffic.

e  N26/N59 Ballina By -Pass is at Phase 2 route option stage. Options selection
report is being compiled. Scheme to proceed to Phase 3 Design &
Environmental Evaluation in Q3 2023.

e  N59 Newport — Derrada scheme to proceed to tender in Q3 2023.

e  N60 Breaffy Active Travel and Safety Scheme now at land acquisition and
detailed design phase.

e N26 Mount Falcon to Foxford scheme to proceed to Phase 2 Options
Selection in Q3 2023.

e N60 Manulla scheme to proceed to Phase 3 Design and Environmental
Evaluation in Q3 2023

e  Design works on — going on National Road safety projects. Feasibility and
Options report for N5 / R320 junction scheme at Swinford approved by TII
and scheme will now proceed to design and planning phases with
construction in Q1 2024

e  Proceeding with land acquisition and detailed design for R332 Kilmaine to
Foxhall scheme.

e  Consultant has completed Phase 1 Concept & Feasibility for R345 Cong
Relief Road. Approval to proceed to Phase 2 Options Selection requested

from DoT.

e  Design report submitted to TII for N60 Brickens re alignment at railway
overbridge.

Housing

In August 2023 the following were delivered.
HAP & RAS (Aug- 2023)

e 13 No. delivered under HAP

e | No. delivered under RAS
Total of 1953 active households supported by RAS/HAP at the end of Aug.
Leasing (Aug- 2023)

e 3 No. house delivered under the Leasing Programme.
Total: No. 371 households currently supported under the Leasing Programme.
Homelessness — 25 No. homeless presentations ( July., 2023.)

20 No. homeless presentations  (Aug., 2023)

Defective Concrete Block Grant Scheme

To date: -

350 Stage 1 Confirmation of Eligibility Applications received.

332 Stage 1 Approved

108 Stage 2 Grant approval applications received and 99 approved to date.
7 Properties completed.

Croi Conaithe - 259 applications received.
Repair & Leasing Scheme — 21 active leases & 33 applications for 86 units.
Buy& Renew - 63 active applications.
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Water Services, Environment,
Climate Change & Emergency
Services

Fire Services

Crossmolina Fire Station
Construction of Crossmolina
Fire  Station has been
completed and the building
has been handed over to Mayo
County Council. Final
commissioning of
communications systems to
take place shortly.

Fire Service fleet

Mayo County Council have
taken delivery of 1 number
new Class B Fire Appliance.
The vehicle, built at Sidhean
Teoranta, Spiddal, at a cost of
c. €480,000, is 100% capital
grant aided and has been put
on the run at Ballina Fire
Station.

List upcoming events &
meetings:

o Green Clubs
Workshops in North
Mayo.

Composting in schools
programme.

Green Schools Visits.
Sustainable Goals
Week.

JOHN CONDON

Environmental Awareness:

e Throughout the Summer months - MCC partnered with Leave no Trace
to run a social media campaign ‘love this place, leave no trace’. This
campaign, aimed at day trippers and tourists, encouraged care for the
fragile environment in many of our scenic and coastal areas.

e Mayo County Council supported Achill Tourism in rolling out a beach
library on Keel Beach to promote reuse and reduce plastic litter on our
beaches.

e ‘Water Refill’ point information signs were designed and roll out began
of same to GAA clubs to promote reuse and reduce plastic litter as part
of Mayo’s Green Clubs Programme.

e Dog fouling awareness advert ran throughout the summer in Mayo
Cinemas to tie in with high profile new releases over the Summer
Months.

Love This Place

Leave NoTrace

Climate Action:

e The Climate Action Plan pre-draft engagement was held throughout
July and August with numerous presentations and workshops given.
Over 550 submissions were received.

e Mayo County Council were a partner in the Mary Robinson Climate
Conference held in Ballina from July 5% — 7%

e Mayo County Council are partners in three successful Creative Climate
Action projects.

e Protect our Sand Dunes events were held on Bertra and Keel beaches
in August as part of the national campaign.

Veterinary Department: During the months of July & August we ran a
Dog Licencing campaign. Through social media platforms dog owners
were advised that the dog wardens would be checking for dog licences in
the following areas: — Belmullet, Bangor, Ballycastle and Killala and the
surrounding areas. This campaign aims to raise awareness of the
requirement to licence dogs, the costs of dog licences and where licences
can be purchased.



https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/news/creative-climate-action-fund-ii-agents-for-change-projects-announced/
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/news/creative-climate-action-fund-ii-agents-for-change-projects-announced/
https://www.caro.ie/projects-research/campaigns/sand-dune/protect-our-dunes-campaign
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PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES, COMMUNICATIONS, INFORMATION SYSTEMS, CORPORATE AFFAIRS & ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES

Directorate Highlights

Dates to Note

Human Resources July 2023 and August 2023.

New Appointments

14 X Assistant Staff Officers, 4 X Clerical Officers, 2 x Beach Lifeguards, 1 x
Executive Technician, 1 x Civil Tech Grade 1

Promotions July 2023

5 x Clerical Officer, 3 x Assistant Staff Officers, 1 x Environmental Enforcement
Officer, 1 x Pool Lifeguard/Swim Teacher, 1 x Exec Planner, 1 X Community
Climate Action Officer (3-year Contract), 1 x Climate Action Officer (5-year
Specific Purpose), 1 x Climate Action Co Ordinator (5-year Specific Purpose)
Competitions Advertised in July 2023

IS Project Leader, Pool Lifeguard Swim Teacher, IS Analyst Developer (Grade
VI), IS Technical Support Officer (Grade V), Ganger, Foreman, General Services
Supervisor.

Screened/Shortlisted in July 2023

Creative Communities Engagement Officer, Pool Lifeguards, IS Project Leader,
IS Analyst Developer, IS Tech Support.

Interviews held in July 2023

Assistant Architect, Senior Executive Technician, Retained Fire Fighters
Belmullet and Ballinrobe, Substation Officer — Westport, Childcare Coordinator,
Clerical Officers, Creative Communities Engagement Off.

Retirements - July 2023

1 x Craftworker, 1 x Traffic / Litter Warden

Training Figures for July & August 2023

153 outdoor staff participated in the following - In-house Competency Based
Interview Training (80)

Roads Services Supervisors Course, Manual Handling, Safe Pass, Hygiene in
Water Services, Confined Spaces-Management of Risk, Driver CPC Module 4,
Commercial Vehicle Road Worthiness

Confined Spaces — Medium Risk, Safe Loading & Cargo Securing, Location of
Underground Services-Refresher.

Corporate Communications / Diaspora / Oifig na Gaeilge / Road Safety

e Responses to local and national Media queries.

e Annual Report 2022 adopted.

e Milwaukee Irish Festival attended by Cathaoirleach and Council delegation.
e Return to School Safety Campaign

Press and Social media Activity — Press Releases and Campaigns
Development of Mayo First Climate Action Plan, Heritage Week in Mayo, Amber
Thursday, N17 Lisduff Junction opening, N5 Westport to Turlough Temporary
Road Works, Opening of Great Western Greenway extension, Home to Mayo
Competition, Mayo Vacant Home Matchmaker, Grant, Dog Licence campaign,
Oifig na Gaeilge

e Pop-Up Gaeltacht held in Ballina as part of Connacht Fleadh

e Evaluation stage of translation services procurement completed.

e Compliance, translation and event support provided to all Sections.
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Enterprise, Community, Economic
Development & Tourism

Directorate Highlights JOANNE GREHAN

ENTERPRISE, COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM

The Mayo Business Awards
launched, info available

Fun Family Play Day July 8 as
part of National Play Day.
Expressions of Interest were
sought for Oweninny Community
Fund Category 1 & 2

The annual Milwaukee Irish Fest
held 17-20 Aug. It is the largest
outdoor Irish event in the US.
Minister Jack Chambers officially
launched the Great Western
G/way Achill Sound — Cashel
Section on 1 Sept.

Workshop for Clirs, 29 Aug, to
discuss the ORIS Scheme & the
submissions received.

Heritage week events:
Production of a new guide to
researching local history in the
county by Mayo County Library;
talks & events in branch libraries;
Document Conservation
Workshop in Ballina Library.
Abuses at Ballinrobe Workhouse
—a lecture by Dr. Michael O’
Connor 11 Aug Ballinrobe Library
Blood Pressure Monitors
continue to be lent from
Castlebar library in assoc with
Croi . Mayo is the first County to
undertake this pilot project. The
Scheme will be rolled out to
further branch libraries in 2023

Dates to Note

Culture Night 2023, Sept 22,
with a full programme of events
right across Mayo —
Art in the Landscape events -
‘Your local stories about
working in local industries’, 1
Sept, Aras Inis Gluaire,
Belmullet & ‘Have a Go -
Bhangra Dance & Light-
painting!’ 2 Sept, Ballina Civic
Offices

2023 Mayo ldeas Month events

running from Oct 2-27.

Enterprise & Economic Development Unit

o Business Advisory Clinics took place in Ballina, Claremorris & Westport during August.
This followed an introductory Start Your Own Business workshop. The Autumn training
programme schedule is available to book online on LEO website.

o ThinStone Ireland, based in Westport, will exhibit their business to 300k people at the
National Ploughing Championships as part of the Local Enterprise Village.

Community Arts, Sports, Childcare

o SICAP Programme for 2024-2029 advertised. Closing date for submission is 11 Sept.

o Funding for new Resettlement Programme approved by DCEDIY. Valued at €279k with
one to tender. The SLA will be in place for an 18 month period from 1 Aug.

e The LCDC, Local Development strategy (LDS) for Mayo was submitted to the
Department on 28 July for evaluation.

e An Age Friendly Homes Regional Co-Ordinator & 2 local Co-Ordinators have been
appointed under the Age Friendly Programme in Mayo.

e Mayo County Childcare service processed 20 Childminding Development Grant
applications for 2023.

o “Levelling Access” mapping Arts & Disability Provision in Clare, Galway City & Mayo
launched online on 16 Aug.

o €29k allocated by MAP to 7 Community Facilities as part of the Gov’s Phase 2 Energy
Supports for Sport.

o Pride of Place judging took place at end of August. The Mayo representatives are: The
Butterfly Garden, Swinford, Integrated Community Campus, Aghamore & the
Community Café Ballyhaunis.

Tourism, Recreation & Amenity

o Phase 2 - Asset Renewal Works will commence on the Great Western G/way from Sept -
Nov 2023. Works will consist of path reinstatement, drainage & fencing improvements
across the entire G/way Network from Westport to Achill Sound.

e Work is continuing with “Toposopy” on the development of a longer-term Visitor
Management & a Sustainable Tourism Development Plan for Keem Bay.

e Outdoor Facilities at Keel - Tender documents to appoint an engineering design team to
tender and to deliver the construction works of the project have been prepared. Details
will be published on eTenders the 1st week of Sept 2023.

e Ceide Coast Project — Site assessment carried out by Sport Ireland, Environmental
Reports nearing completion, collaborations ongoing with landowners & agreements being
finalised. Documents currently being prepared for Part 8 Planning.

o Details of ORIS 2023 announced by DRCD on 1 June — M1 (grant up to €30k — closing
date 5 Sept), M2 (grant up to €200k — closing date 27 Oct), M3 (grant up to €500k —
closing date 27 Oct).

Library Services

e Library Coding and robotics classes for children in Ballina, Castlebar and Westport.

o The Right to Read programme: Mayo County Library continues to present children
starting school with a free bag of books supporting literacy & language development.

e Old faces and places of Westport — a photographic exhibition is currently running in
Westport Library.

e The JCC held an exhibition on The Year of the French as part of Ballina 2023.

e Programme of events commemorating The Year of the French was launched on 24 Aug
at Castlebar Library.

o English Classes for Ukrainians are run in Ballina Library on Wednesday mornings.

— ——


http://www.mayobusinessawards.com/
http://www.culturenight.ie/
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